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THE FREE AL-KHAWAJA CAMPAIGN

Info sheet: Danish-Bahraini Human Rights Defender Abdul-Hadi Al-Khawaja

Abdul-Hadi Al-Khawaja is a prominent Danish-Bahraini human rights defender who was violently detained in
2011 in Bahrain after leading peaceful protests calling for fundamental freedoms, rights and democracy in
Bahrain.

Al-Khawaja is the co-founder of Gulf Center for Human Rights (GCHR), a former President of the Bahrain
Centre for Human Rights (BCHR), and the former Front Line Defenders Protection Coordinator for the Middle
East and North Africa. Amongst the awards received, inn 2012, he was awarded the Freedom House Freedom
Award and a decade later in 2022, he was awarded the Martin Ennals Award for individuals and organisations
that have shown exceptional commitment to defending and promoting human rights, despite the risks involved.

Arrest, torture and life imprisonment:

On April 9, 2011, Al-Khawaja was arrested and beaten unconscious in front of his family by police officers. He
sustained four fractures in his face which required a four hour surgery to reattach. Immediately after his surgery
he was subjected to torture in the military hospital, after which he was transferred to an underground military
prison where he was severely tortured, physically, psychologically and sexually for approximately two months.
The torture is medically documented by the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI) of 2011

In June 2011 Al-Khawaja was sentenced to life imprisonment in a military court. In 2012, the UN Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention ruled that Al-Khawaja’s detention is arbitrary in contravention of international
law and called for his “immediate release” and “enforceable right to compensation”. Yet over 12 years later, he
remains at Jau Prison (Jau Rehabilitation and Reform Center) facing dire prison conditions and systematic

denial of access to adequate medical treatment.

Hunger strike / Timeline:

e On August 9, 2023, Al-Khawaja initiated a hunger strike in protest against the continuation of his
detention and in demand of better conditions in Jau Rehabilitation and Reform Center. Over 800 other
inmates are also on hunger strike demanding better conditions, making it the largest hunger strike in
Bahrain’s History.

e On August 11, Al-Khawaja was rushed to the intensive care unit (ICU) at the Bahrain Defence Force
(BDF) Hospital due to serious cardiac problems. The attending doctor stressed the imminent danger to
Al-Khawaja’s life and administered an intravenous injection until his heart rate stabilized.

e On August 28 Al-Khawaja was again rushed to the Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) Hospital by
ambulance due to the cardiac problems. He was in the emergency room for approx. five-and-a-half
hours until he stabilized.

Al-Khawaja has multiple serious medical issues due to the torture he was subjected to and the subsequent
hunger strikes he endured to protest human rights violations. Since March 2023, Al-Khawaja has been
repeatedly denied adequate medical treatment despite being at risk of a heart attack or a stroke. On 3 April, the
UN Commissioner for Human Rights expressed concern about the deteriorating health of Al-Khawaja, calling
on the Bahrain government “to provide urgent medical care & immediately release him”.

In December 2022, an overwhelming majority in the European Parliament passed a resolution calling for the

immediate and unconditional release of Al-Khawja. On 4 May 2023, six UN experts released a communication
to the Government of Bahrain regarding the allegations of torture, ill treatment and poor prison conditions of
human rights defender Abdul-Hadi Al-Khawaja.
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